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Yours truly,

SHINJI

It has been a full few months. 

Since our last issue, HSL has 
broken ground on Langit Citadines 
Kuching, concluded the AIR 
masterplan competition, and 
hosted the third HSL Samarahan 
Marathon—with more than 2,000 
runners on the start line.

This is our Hopes & Dreams issue: a look at intent 
turning into action—whether through staging fitness 
events or masterplanning greener townships from 
scratch. 

We may not achieve 100% of what we set out to do, 
but we will always try.

In this issue, you’ll find plenty on “AIR — Building With 
Nature, The AIR Above Us, Di Bawah AIR Mengalir”, 
which is Sarawak’s first nationwide architecture 
masterplan competition. 

Launched in 2024, we invited registered Malaysian 
architects to propose how best to shape a site 
beside Kuching International Airport—complete with 
the challenge of a river running through it. 

Backed by a HSL funded RM250,000 prize pool, we 
received over 120 registrations and shortlisted 11 
teams. The recent June 25 prize ceremony drew 
strong national interest, with coverage in outlets 
including The Edge, Robb Report and Sin Chew Daily.

We are now working with the top four winning teams 
to refine their proposals and to align them with 
Sarawak’s regulatory requirements—particularly for 
Kuala Lumpur–based architects less familiar with 
local processes. 

Over the next six months, our aim is to select one 
winning scheme to take forward. For the step-
by-step path from competition to construction, 
see “What’s Next for AIR,” where we share lessons 
from Langit’s own journey. (Langit was a high-rise 
competition launched by HSL in 2021.) 

Dear readers,

Speaking of Langit, this issue covers our ground-
breaking and introduces the Malaysia–Singapore 
consultant line-up, assembled in part with our project 
partner, The Ascott Limited (a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Singapore’s CapitaLand). 

From Singapore, Light Collab shapes the lighting—
inside and out—while Salad Dressing leads 
the landscape design. All hotel interiors are by 
CapitaLand’s own interior design experts.  

From Malaysia, David Ong Architect is leading the 
team in Sarawak, aided by Minsar on civil and 
structural engineering, and Perunding CHL on 
mechanical and electrical.

It is HSL’s first time coordinating such a wide 
interdisciplinary team for a single development,  
and we’re excited by the momentum.

Closer to the community, meet the duo behind  
Koharu Taiyaki, a new desserts-and-drinks outlet  
at La Promenade Mall inspired by their honeymoon  
in Japan. 

And for inspiration of a different kind, we spotlight 
champions of the HSL Samarahan Marathon. Dr Tan 
Xian Wen and Sally Yap—a HSL-sponsored ultra-
marathoner—share how discipline and mindset 
underpin performances that bring 42km home in 
around three hours. 

Dr Tan, a scientist, logs 120-150 kilometres weekly; Sally, 
an accountant, trains with an auditor’s precision.

Looking ahead, our next issue will bring updates 
from La Promenade—a new showhouse at Precinct 
Grande—early previews of a new residential phase, 
and a sneak peek at the mall’s expansion.

Until then, enjoy Hopes & Dreams.
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he third HSL Samarahan 
Marathon concluded with 

resounding success, as over 2,000 
participants from countries as 

varied as Kenya, China, Singapore, 
South Korea, Indonesia and Brunei 

joining the two-day fitness weekend.

The marathon’s top honour in the male category 
was clinched by Xian Wen Tan with an impressive 

time of two hours 55 minutes and 38 seconds. 
Meanwhile, Sally Yap emerged victorious in the female 

category with a time of three hours 46 minutes 
and 43 seconds.
 

In the half marathon, Andy Yeo Jia Wei claimed the male 
title with a time of one hour 20 minutes and 52 seconds, 
while Jia Xin Cheng triumphed among the female 
participants with a time of one hour 42 minutes and 55 
seconds. Similarly, Dennis Isika and Jackline Nzivo emerged 
as winners in the male and female categories, respectively, 
for the 10km category.
 
Kota Samarahan Municipal Council (MPKS) chairman 
Abang Ismawi Abang Ali graced the prize giving ceremony, 
which took place at HSL’s La Promenade Mall. Also at the 
event was Youth, Sports and Entrepreneur Development 
Ministry’s permanent secretary, Morshidi Fredrick.
 
The festival kicked off with engaging fun runs of 3km 
and 6km on Saturday, with special recognition 
bestowed upon Voon Kim Choon, Arsyad Arjuna 
along with Leong Mun Kai for their imaginative 
costumes that spread joy among participants. Prize 
monies topped RM40,000.
 
Among the highlights of the competitive events were 
numerous participants surpassing their personal bests in 
the 10km, 21km, and 42km races.
 
Organisers, including HSL, Kuching City Joggers Club (CJC), 
and Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (Unimas), meticulously 
designed one of Malaysia’s flattest running courses. From 

Over 2,000 Take Part In The Two-Day Fitness Festival, 
Many Achieving Their Personal Bests

2025 HSL Samarahan Marathon 
Scores Big On Fun & Fitness

the start/finish line at La Promenade, runners ran 
towards the newly completed Tanjong Bako Road, 
crossing Samarahan’s natural mangrove swamps 
and rivers.
 
The full marathoners’ route also included roughly 
9km inside Unimas.
 
The course’s minimal elevation facilitated swift 
finishing times for many enthusiasts, while also 
encouraging amateur runners to push their limits.
 
Remarkably, the 21km half marathon category sold 
out first, followed by the 42km and 10km categories.
 
HSL marcom lead Abraham Tiong expressed pride in 
sponsoring such a significant event for the Kuching-
Samarahan region. He remarked, “The overwhelming 
response underscores the potential of Samarahan as 
a vibrant community hub.”
 
“The long distances outsold the shorter distances. It 
was a great surprise and a huge encouragement to 
us,” Tiong said.
 
“It proved to us that our race course is well-liked by 
both pros and amateurs. Even before the event, so 
many were excitedly commenting on social media 
that this could become one of the ‘fastest’ races in 
Malaysia.
 

JOYFUL : Full of smiles and 
energy, participants start 
the race together.

VICTORIOUS : Jia Xin Cheng celebrating her 
victory as the winner of the 21km Women 
Open at the Samarahan Marathon 2025.

ENDURANCE : Runners pushing through 
the night, reaching the hydration 
checkpoints with determination.

ENERGISING : Refueling 
after he event with Milo.

Best
Costume 2nd

ADVENTUROUS : A 
winning pair, Arsyad 
Arjuna (right) as 
a fierce dino and 
Leong Mun Kai (left) 
as the iconic Mario, 
taking home the Best 
Costume Award.
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RUN
RUN
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From PhD Stress To Marathon Success – A Journey Of Perseverance And Victory

A Champion’s Run: Xian Wen Tan Wins 
42km HSL Samarahan Marathon

ong-distance running is an 
endurance true test, but for Xian 

Wen Tan, it is also about resilience, 
strategy, and self-discovery. The 

winner of the Men’s Open 
category at the 2025 HSL 
Samarahan Marathon, Tan’s 

journey to victory is one of grit 
and determination, proving that with the right 
mindset, anything is possible.
Tan’s love for running started as a way to manage the 
pressure of his PhD studies in Japan. “I needed an 
escape,” he recalled. What began as a way to relax 
soon turned into a full passion for running. “Each 
step was not just physical; it was about personal 
growth and pushing myself further.”

Crossing the finish line as champion felt unreal 
for Tan. “I couldn’t believe it at first,” he admitted. 
Early in the race, he was far behind the leaders, but 
through careful pacing, he caught up and overtook his 
teammate, Hazarul. “It was a rewarding moment, especially 
after such a tough race,” he said.

Tan’s training was a blend of long-distance runs and 
speed sessions. His routine included long Sunday runs with 
teammates and trail runs for recovery. On weekdays, he 
focused on speed, improving his pace with intervals and 
tempo runs. “It was about staying fresh while building a 
strong base,” he said.

Running a marathon is as much mental as it is physical. “I 
embrace the nerves before every race,” he shared. Instead of 
worrying about pace, he focuses on the moment. “I stopped 
stressing about numbers and let my body guide me,” he said. 
This shift in mindset helped him stay present and perform at 
his best.

Pacing is crucial in marathons, and Tan’s strategy is to push 
in the first two-thirds and then assess how he feels for the 
final stretch. In this race, however, he started conservatively 
due to the intense heat, ensuring he didn’t burn out early. 

Like every marathoner, Tan faced difficulties during the race. 
From an ankle slip to dehydration and stomach cramps, 
the race was mentally and physically tough. But the 

support from friends and bike marshals along the way 
kept him going.

Tan has a well-planned hydration 
and nutrition strategy. He drank 
water at every station and used 
electrolyte tablets and power gels 
to maintain his energy. His careful 
preparation helped him avoid 

fatigue and stay focused.

When he crossed the finish line 
in two hours, 55 minutes, 

and 38 seconds, Tan felt 
immense satisfaction. It 
wasn’t about the time 
or position; it was about 
finishing strong despite 
everything. The sense of 
relief and pride stayed 
with him long after  
the race.

The biggest lesson Tan 
took from the marathon 

was the importance of 
adapting to unexpected 

challenges. Every race teaches 
me something new. Looking 
ahead, Tan aims to complete 
30 consecutive sub-three-hour 
marathons, with 11 already in the 
bag. His dream is to run in iconic 
marathons like Tokyo, London, or 
Berlin, and eventually achieve a 
sub-2:45 marathon finish.

Tan draws inspiration from elite 
athletes like Suguru Osako and his 

teammates in Team Haolian. The 
journey is what keeps him motivated. 

As long as he continues to push his limits, 
the finish lines will keep getting crossed.

Tan’s story is a powerful reminder that 
running is about more than just competition – 

it’s about growing stronger with every step and 
never giving up, no matter the challenges.

“Of course, so many also took part because 
there are plenty of youths in Samarahan, where 
there are two public universities, a teacher’s 
institute, a golf club, research centres, and a 
large community of medical professionals from 
the hospitals.”
 
Kuching CJC president, Elizabeth Wong, 
extended gratitude to HSL as the main sponsor, 
emphasising their crucial role in bringing the 
marathon to fruition.
 
“Without HSL, there would be no Samarahan 
Marathon. Not only did HSL provide the venue 
free, but they more-or-less sponsored the entire 
event. Many runners would have noted the good 
set up and generous prize money,,” Wong said.
 
CJC technical advisor Wendel Chan lauded UiTM 
and Unimas for their support.

“About 9km of the full marathon route was 
inside Unimas, which is the heart and soul 
of Samarahan. The unis also sent over 100 
volunteers to our event. It has been such great 
teamwork to make the HSL Samarahan Marathon 
a reality.”
 
Chan commended the collaborative effort 
that made the HSL Samarahan Marathon a 
resounding triumph.

COSTUME : Run, but make it fun!

ACHIEVEMENT : Celebrating triumph and teamwork, 
recognising the incredible efforts of the winners.

Photo credit YHJong Studio

Best
Costume 1st
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 Keys To Sally Yap Success

Women’s Open Champ

TREE LINED : The scenic beauty of La Promenade 
as the perfect backdrop in the closing kilometres.

Can you tell us a bit about yourself and your journey 
in running? 
Sally: Hi, my name is Sally Yap and I’m a HSL sponsored 
ultramarathoner. I’ve always enjoyed sports from a 
young age, but I didn’t start long-distance running until 
my mid-20s. Initially, I participated in shorter races to 
challenge myself, and eventually, I found a passion 
for longer distances. The endurance aspect of running 
fascinated me. Over time, I fell in love with the mental 
and physical challenges, and it became my way of 
constantly striving for growth.

How did you feel when you were announced as  
the champion of the women’s open category in the  
full marathon?
It was an overwhelming moment. Winning the Women’s 
Open at the HSL Samarahan Marathon felt surreal. 
I’ve worked so hard leading up to this, and when they 
announced my name as the winner, I felt a rush of 
emotions. I was proud, relieved, and most of all, thankful 
for the support I received throughout the journey. It’s 
a moment I will cherish forever.

What was your training routine like leading up to 
this race? 
My training was a balance of both endurance and 
speed. Since a marathon requires a lot of 
stamina, I dedicated most of my training 
to building endurance. However, I also 
made sure to incorporate speed work 
once a week to improve my pace. This 
combination helped me work on my 
stamina while ensuring I could maintain 
a good race pace for the entire 42km.

Running a marathon is as much a 
mental challenge as a physical one. How 
did you mentally prepare for the 42km race?
Mental preparation was key for me. I focused 
on staying positive and setting small, 
achievable goals throughout the race. Instead 
of thinking about the entire 42km, I would 
break it down into segments, telling myself, 
“Just focus on the next 10km,” or “Get to the 
next water station.” This kept my mind engaged 
and helped me avoid feeling overwhelmed. 
Visualisation was another tool I used, 
imagining crossing the finish line with a sense of 
accomplishment, which kept me motivated.

Did you have a specific race strategy in mind for 
this marathon? How did you manage your pace 
throughout the race to finish in three hours, 46 
minutes, and 43 seconds?
Yes, I had a clear race strategy. I started off at a 
comfortable pace, knowing that the first half was 
crucial for saving energy. I aimed to keep my pace 
steady and avoid burning out too early. In the second 

half, I gradually picked up the pace when I felt my energy 
levels were still strong.

During the race, was there any point when you felt like 
you might not finish? 
There were definitely moments when fatigue started 
setting in, especially in the later kilometres. But I reminded 
myself of how far I had come and focused on maintaining 
my rhythm. I also relied on the crowd’s energy and the 
other runners around me to keep pushing. During those 
tough moments, I kept telling myself, “One step at a time”.

How did you manage your nutrition and hydration 
during the marathon? 
I had a fueling plan in place, which included hydration 
stations and energy gels at key points. I drank water or an 
electrolyte drink at every aid station to stay hydrated and 
took an energy gel every 45mins to keep my energy levels 
up. I’ve practiced this in my long runs, so I knew exactly 

what worked for me.

What was the atmosphere like on race day? 
The atmosphere was electric! The crowd’s energy 
was contagious, and the cheers really motivated 
me throughout the race. Fellow competitors also 

played a big part in keeping my spirits up. We 
would encourage each other, and that sense of 

camaraderie really helped me stay focused. 
The event itself had a great vibe.

What was the biggest lesson you learned 
from this race? 
One of the biggest lessons I learned was 
the importance of pacing. I’ve always been 
good at endurance, but this race taught 

me that pacing is crucial to managing 
energy over such a long distance. If I were to do 

anything differently, I would probably work even 
more on my pacing during training. But overall, 
I’m happy with how I performed.

What inspires you to keep running and 
pushing your limits in endurance events like 

marathons?
I’m inspired by the incredible athletes I’ve met 

along the way, as well as the community of runners. 
The resilience and determination that I see in others 

motivate me. I also find inspiration in personal growth. 
Every race is an opportunity to push my limits and 
become a better version of myself.

Looking ahead, what are your future goals in 
marathon running? 
My goal is to keep improving and challenge myself with 
even tougher races. I would love to break my personal 

best  and perhaps qualify for larger international 
marathons. I’m aiming to build on this success and 
continue to improve my performance.

LA PROMENADE MALL
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Koharu Taiyaki:
New Treats At La Promenade Mall

The name “Koharu” translates to “little spring” in 
Japanese, symbolising the season of new beginnings. 
Both Gian and Tang chose this name because starting 
the business felt like a new chapter in their lives after a 
long period of planning. Every taiyaki served at Koharu 
is a reminder of that special moment.

For those unfamiliar with taiyaki, it’s a traditional 
Japanese fish-shaped snack that’s crisp on the outside 
and soft on the inside. Made with a light batter and 
cooked in a custom fish mould, taiyaki is filled with 
various sweet or savoury fillings. It’s often described as 
a delightful blend of a pancake and waffle — light, fluffy, 
and satisfying.

Koharu’s best-selling taiyakis include the classic Red 
Bean (anko), cherished by those who prefer traditional 
flavours, and the Nutella Taiyaki, a crowd favourite for 
chocolate lovers. While the menu currently highlights 
traditional fillings, the owners are continuously 
exploring creative combinations, drawing inspiration 
from local and international flavours.

Choosing La Promenade Mall as the location for their 
first store was a deliberate decision. Although the mall 
is not the busiest in Kuching, it offered a cosy, modern 
environment that matched the brand’s vision. The 

oharu Taiyaki 
is a heartfelt 
project born 

from the dreams 
of a couple eager 

to bring a piece of Japanese 
tradition to the people of 

Kuching. Located at La 
Promenade Mall, this quaint 
Japanese-inspired dessert 

and drinks shop 
opened its doors in 

February 2025. The 
couple behind the brand, 

Marcus Gian and Jaycee 
Tang, wanted to craft something unique that 
blended their passion for Japanese food 
with a sense of purpose. 

mall’s sense of community and long-term potential were 
key factors in the decision. The owners appreciate the 
opportunity to grow organically, away from the frenzy of 
high-traffic malls, allowing them to focus on quality and 
customer relationships.

The response from the local community has been 
heartwarming. Regular customers, including nearby 
residents, have shown overwhelming support by returning 
time and again to try new flavours and to chat with the 
friendly staff. This sense of familiarity is exactly what 
the couple wanted: a place where they could build 
relationships with their customers while sharing the joys of 
their product.

Visiting Koharu Taiyaki is like stepping into a small corner of 
Japan. The store is decorated with cosy wooden accents, 
creating a warm and inviting atmosphere. The smell of 
freshly baked taiyaki fills the air, making it impossible to 
resist. Alongside their signature taiyaki, the menu also 
features a thoughtful selection of drinks, from premium 
matcha lattes to refreshing fruit teas. Everything is made to 
order, ensuring that every bite is fresh and satisfying.

While Koharu Taiyaki respects the deep cultural roots of 
its namesake snack, it doesn’t shy away from infusing 
creativity into the offerings. The owners believe that food, 
like culture, evolves, and taiyaki is no exception. They strive 
to balance tradition with innovation by experimenting with 
new fillings and seasonal ingredients that reflect both the 
essence of taiyaki and modern culinary trends.

Their journey was inspired by a memorable trip to Japan, 
where they fell in love with the local culture, food, and 
hospitality. The couple spent their honeymoon in Japan, 
exploring small local streets and discovering how even 
the simplest snacks like taiyaki were crafted with care and 
respect for tradition. This experience stayed with them and 
became the inspiration behind Koharu Taiyaki.

Though taiyaki is at the heart of the business, the owners 
have big plans for the future. They hope to introduce other 
Japanese comfort foods, such as shokupan (Japanese 
milk bread) and seasonal taiyaki variations. Their menu 
will continue to evolve, influenced by customer feedback, 
seasonal ingredients, and their ongoing creativity.

In the next year or two, Koharu Taiyaki plans to expand 
its footprint, potentially opening a second location to 
serve more customers in Kuching. The owners are also 
exploring collaborations with local brands, like their recent 
partnership with Tomeltfor to create the Kumo Matcha 
Latte, made with local matcha gelato.

Koharu Taiyaki is more than just a business for the couple. 
It’s a labour of love and a personal dream. Their hope is 
that Koharu becomes a beloved local brand known for its 
sincerity and high-quality offerings. They want customers 
not just to enjoy the food but to feel a personal connection 
to the story behind it. They aim to create a cosy space 
where customers can feel at home and return time and 
time again.

“Thank you so much for 
your support. Koharu Taiyaki is 
a small dream built from love, 

family, and a deep appreciation 
for the little joys in life. 

Whether you’re trying taiyaki 
for the first time or you’re 
a regular, we hope you can 

always find comfort here.”

SPOUSE : Building their dream one Taiyaki at a time, 
Marcus and Jaycee, founders of Koharu Taiyaki.

FROM INTERNATIONAL TO LOCAL : Every taiyaki 
is made fresh.

MALL : The new shop is located on the 
ground floor, next to MG Motors.

— Marcus and Jaycee

 Fish-Shaped Delights & The Most Amazing Ice Creams

LA PROMENADE MALL

12        L I V I N G  M O M E N T S J U L Y  -  S E P T  2 0 2 5       13



Iconic British Automotive Brand Brings Electric Innovation 
And Sustainability To Sarawak

Driving Sustainable Future  
With MG Motor At La Promenade Mall

MG Motor, a global brand, is proud to 
announce its presence at La Promenade 
Mall, as part of an new chapter for the 
automotive industry in Sarawak. MG Motor’s 
commitment to provide innovative and 
environmentally conscious vehicles aligns 
with the growing demand for sustainable 
transportation solutions.

MG Motor, with over a century of history, combines British 
heritage with cutting-edge innovation, now under the 
leadership of SAIC Motor, China’s largest automotive 
manufacturer. As the world shifts towards greener 
transportation solutions, MG Motor is dedicated to make 
electric mobility accessible for all, offering both traditional 
internal combustion engine (ICE) models and versatile 
electric vehicles (EVs).

“We understand that the journey to full electrification 
will take time,” said Dato Hii King Chiong, Borneoland 
Automobile Chairman. “What matters is that we make the 
transition accessible, not intimidating, and that’s where we 
come in.” With this forward-thinking approach, MG aims 
to bridge the gap between conventional vehicles and the 
future of sustainable, electric mobility.

MG Motor has already established three key dealerships 
across Sarawak. The flagship showroom in Kuching 
spans over 2,500sqft. It offers a modern, spacious layout, 
showcases the latest line up, with customer-friendly 
elements like a comfortable lounge and integrated service 
bays for quick maintenance.

The Kuching showroom is positioned to become a central 
hub for EVs enthusiasts, offering a wide range of MG vehicles. 
Among the notable models available are the MG4, MG ZS, MG 
Cyberster, and the newly launched MGS5 EV. These vehicles 
are designed to provide a smooth transition for both first-
time EV buyers and seasoned enthusiasts.

MG’s vehicles are not only known for their style and 
performance but also for their contribution to a cleaner, 
greener future. With China being a global leader in EV 
battery technology, MG vehicles are at the forefront of 
this shift towards electric mobility. In addition, the strong 
backing of SAIC Motor ensures that MG’s commitment to 
quality, safety, and unwavering customer satisfaction.

“Our vision is to be more than just car dealers,” said Hii. 
“We aim to be long-term partners in Sarawak’s transition 
to a sustainable economy. Every step, every car, and every 
community contributes to a cleaner, greener future.”

Since its inception in 1924, MG Motor has been synonymous 
with quality and innovation. Today, the brand stands as a 
symbol of refined, intelligent, and connected vehicles that 
are ready for the future. 

Developed in collaboration with design studios in both 
Shanghai and London, MG vehicles are produced in China 
and are available worldwide. As a part of SAIC Motor since 
2007, MG continues to lead the charge in EVs technology 
and sustainability.

With a strong commitment to intelligent EVs, SAIC Motor 
is driving the shift to a greener, more sustainable future. 
Ranked 93rd on the Fortune Global 500 list in 2023, SAIC 
Motor’s vision of a high-tech, user-oriented future includes 
the promotion of new energy cars.

“To learn more about the exciting range of MG vehicles 
and experience a glimpse of the future of mobility, visit the 
new MG Motor showroom at La Promenade Mall,” Hii said. 
“Whether you are considering an EVs for the first time or 
looking to upgrade to a smarter, more sustainable vehicle, 
MG is ready to help you make the transition.”

For more info, visit mgmalaysia.com or follow 
@MGmotorMY on social media.

INNOVATIVE : Embracing the electric revolution with 
the sleek MG Motor Kuching at La Promenade Mall.

SUCCESS : Happy customers with their dream car. Pictured 
here with Suresh Adrian (right), MG’s sales consultant.

LA PROMENADE MALLLA PROMENADE MALL
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“Through the Canvas, Across the Sea” featured Dato 
Chong Hon Fatt, Voon Kim Cheong, Lee Choon Kooi, Loo 
Hooi Nam, and Tham Siew Moi — presenting artworks 
that explore themes of identity, heritage, and cultural 
landscapes.

This marks Hoan Gallery’s first collaboration with the 
ministry, highlighting the gallery’s unique position as a 
centre of art appreciation and development in Sarawak.

“It’s rare for these five masters to appear together, 
and their enthusiasm reflects Kuching’s growing art 
movement. On behalf of everyone at the gallery, I’d like 
to thank the Sarawak Government for recognising the 
significance of this show and partnering with us,” said 
Hoan Gallery founder Kee Huang. 

“I believe local art lovers were in for a treat—this 
collaboration underlines our commitment to nurturing 
creativity and cultural exchange.” 

Prior to the art show’s opening, many local art lovers 
followed Chong’s outdoor live painting sessions around 
touristic areas of Kuching. 

Hoan Gallery also hosted drama interpretation sessions 
inspired by Tham Siew Moi’s artwork, performed by 
students from Chung Hua Middle School No 1, live music 
by Voon Kim Cheong, and more.

oan Gallery and the 
Tourism, Creative 

Industry and Performing 
Arts Ministry recently 

collaborated on the “Through 
the Canvas, Across the Sea,” a 

landmark exhibition featuring 
50 artworks by five renowned 

West Malaysian artists.

“Through The Canvas, Across The 
Sea” Unites Five Celebrated Malaysian 
Masters At La Promenade Mall

Swk Gov Collabs 
With Hoan Gallery 
On Exhibition

One face One Story, 2023
Chinese Ink 
181cm x 88cm

LEE CHOON KOOI 
李俊贵  |  b1950  |  Kedah

Toko Malindo Kuching, 2001
Oil on Canvas
46cm x 56cm

DATO CHONG HON FATT 
拿督张汉发  |  b1941  |  Penang

Known for his impressionistic cityscapes, Chong 
has contributed several notable works, including 
his 2001 oil-on-canvas Tako Malindo Kuching (46 
x 56 cm) and Arulmigu Mahamariamman Temple, 
Queen Street, Penang (51 x 61 cm). Both capture 
the lively essence of Malaysian street life and 
cultural landmarks, showcasing Chong’s hallmark 
interplay of colour, light, and texture. Chong also 
conducted live painting demonstrations 
during the exhibition period.

Lee draws inspiration from woven 
carpet patterns and intricate 
textile designs, reflected in his 
multilayered pieces. He led tee shirt 
drawing workshops, encouraging 
visitors to engage more actively 
with his artistic process.

Continues on Pg.19

LA PROMENADE MALL
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Hoan Gallery, established in 2021, has previously 
showcased exhibitions by artists such as Alena Murang, 
Bong Choo Chew, the late Mdm Chong Liew Syn, 
Joanne Lau, and David Chew—ranging from modern to 
traditional styles. 

The gallery’s emphasis on both emerging and 
established talents reflects the diversity and dynamism 
of Sarawakian art.

For more information, visit hoangallery.com or follow 
@HoanArtGallery. Updates are also available at 
lapromenademall.com.my and on social media at  
@LaPromenadeMall.

Street Scene Kuching Sarawak, 2018
Oil on Canvas 
60cm x 80cm

In The Moonlight 2, 2024
Watercolor 
36cm x 51.5cm

LOO HOOI NAM 
吕辉南  |  b1965  |  Kedah

THAM SIEW MOI 
覃少妹  |  b1969  |  Johor

Not Me! Not You! It’s Our, 2025
Acrylic on Jute 
80cm x 107cm

VOON KIM CHEONG 
温锦章  |  b 1968  |  Kuala Lumpur

Loo focuses on vibrant scenes of Malaysian 
life, using dynamic oils and acrylics to depict 
local culture with energy and depth.

Presents bold, semi-abstract 
compositions that fuse traditional 
motifs with expressive brushwork. 
Attendees can also look 
forward to a special live music 
performance by Voon, reflecting 
his multidisciplinary approach to 
art and creativity. 

Tham brings whimsy and dreamlike qualities to 
watercolours that intertwine ethereal figures with 
abstract shapes and colour, adding a sense of 
wonder to the exhibition.

From Pg.16

LA PROMENADE MALL
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MOA Architects, Ar Azwan & Datuk Ar Ken Yeang Tops Winner List

HSL To Build 
One of Winning AIR Designs

ertubuhan Akitek 
Malaysia (PAM) 
and HSL have 

unveiled the results 
of the AIR Architecture 

Competition. MOA Architects, 
headed by Kuala Lumpur-based 
Sarawakian Ar Hung Ing Sing, 
clinched first prize.

The competition— “AIR: The AIR Above Us, Di Bawah 
AIR Mengalir”—sought the best masterplan for a 
13.5-acre land beside Kuching International Airport. 

Launched mid-2024, it was judged by a seven-
member panel that included both Malaysia’s 
youngest and one of its most senior PAM Gold 
Medalists.

MOA’s scheme, designed by Ar Hung and Tan Ling 
Rong, proposes what could become Malaysia’s 

largest green roof. It beat 10 other shortlisted 
teams and earned the RM120,000 prize.

Ar Azwan Othman took second place with a 
hexagonal, longhouse-inspired design.

TR Hamzah & Yeang, in collaboration with Aki 
Media, finished third. Datuk Ar Ken Yeang’s 
proposal preserves 76 percent of the site’s 
mangrove forest and river, placing mid-rises 
around the perimetre.

Lateral Architects’ “Land Bridges” and Qhawarizmi 
Architect’s “Hydrogen AI Smart City” rounded out 
the top five. Prize money totalled RM250,000, fully 
sponsored by HSL; PAM designed and ran the 
competition.

HSL Managing Director Datuk Paul Yu Chee Hoe 
noted the mix of veterans and emerging talents:

“Every competition—this is our second—reveals 
outstanding ideas from a wide range of people. 
MOA’s soaring green canopy, Ar Azwan’s prefab 

FULL : Over 200 guests at the AIR Prize Giving Ceremony comprising government 
officials, senior architects, university students and the media at HSL Tower. 

TOP FIVE : Adrianta (right) presenting the 
top five proposals to Dr Sim.

EXCITEMENT : Jurors, HSL directors, and PAM president 
prior to the start of the results announcement.

CONGRATS! : Dr Sim (third right) shaking hands 
with Ar Hung during the prize-giving ceremony.

COVER STORY
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approach that minimises site damage, and Ar 
Yeang’s masterful town-planning each tackle 
sustainability in distinct ways.”

PAM President Ar Adrianta Aziz explained the 
process:

“Stage One judging was anonymous—we saw 
only printed boards. In Stage Two, each finalist 
presented and faced Q&A. A competition remains 
the fairest way to judge merit.”

He noted AIR is the only architecture 
masterplanning competition of 2024 and 2025. 
Adrianta paid tribute to HSL and participants, 
adding:

“Ultimately, the real winners will be the people 
of Kuching and Sarawak. They will enjoy a 
development with public spaces, clean air above, 
and clean air (water) below. Syabas HSL.”

Deputy Premier Datuk Amar Dr Sim Kui Hian, who 
represented the Premier at the results ceremony, 
called for more eco-design-led developments. 

“This AIR competition exemplifies the development 
model my Government champions: one that 
unites planners, architects, investors and, most 
importantly, the public,” Dr Sim said, reading from 
Premier Tan Sri Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari Tun 
Openg’s speech.

“As the convenor observed, each entry stands on 
its own merit, yet they share a common instinct: 
to treat the river not as an obstacle but as a 
living corridor. Great cities grow from great rivers, 
whether in Kuala Lumpur or here in Kuching.

“Equally heartening is the human-centred 
emphasis in every submission. Cities are ultimately 

judged not by skylines but by the happiness and 
health of their citizens: Are we active? Are there 
places to meet and mingle? Do we feel rooted?”

He added that green developments such as AIR are 
aligned with Sarawak’s Post-2030 vision and will 
receive support and attention.

HSL has pledged to build one of the winning 
schemes, echoing its commitment after the Langit 
competition in 2021, and its earthbreaking as Langit 
Citadines Kuching in April 2025.

PAM and HSL are also exploring talks by AIR winners 
for university students. Some 200 guests—from 
public and private sectors, and top post-graduates 
from Universiti Malaysia Sarawak—attended the AIR 
Results Ceremony at HSL Tower.

For more information, visit hsl.com.my, airkch.com 
or search #AirKch on social media.

MEDIA : Ar Hung responding to reporters’ 
questions after the ceremony. 

A groundbreaking scheme 
that celebrates Sarawak’s 
identity through weaving 
cultural heritage and natural 
landscapes to create a 
cohesive and eye-catching 
urban landscape.

MOA ARCHITECTS

“A masterful scheme that integrates architecture with 
nature, creating a harmonious space that reflects 
Kuching’s rich environmental diversity”  
- AR ADRIANTA AZIZ (AA)

“A commendable scheme conceived in context of
Sarawak’s rich identity by weaving nature, culture,
economy and modernity as an architectural solution”  
- DATO AR HAJEEDAR ABDUL MAJID (DH) 

“Bold and impressive scheme with strong cultural
integration and a brave approach to challenge 
conventional masterplanning blurring the boundaries 
of architecture, urbanism and landscape”  
- AR TAN BEE EU (TBE) 

“The graceful sweeping green roof, blurring the physical 
built form and merges with the natural environment”  
- AR CHAI LONG SEN (CLS) 

“A gutsy masterplan presenting a series of terracing 
blocks with green roofs rising gradually within a 
weaving grid” - AR DAVID ONG (DO)

“The striking green roof catches the eye from afar and 
the masterplanning offers a well designed mix of retail 
and residential components set within a business park”  
- MR TONY YU (TY) 

“A simple but bold concept. Beautiful if fully realised”  
- MR YU JI (YJ)

JU
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PESTIGIOUS : The results ceremony 
was held on June 25.

1 

st
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A brilliant proposal of “land bridges” 
allowing the river beneath the buildings 
to be almost untouched.

A forward-thinking proposal on reducing 
carbon footprint, including the widest 
range of home dwelling options, from 
bungalows to studio apartments.

LATERAL ARCHITECTS

QHAWARIZMI 
ARCHITECT

4 

th

5 

th

This eco green and sustainable proposal 
featuring elevated buildings, lush green 
connections and thoughtful preservation 
of natural resources, creating a model-
city for the future.

T.R.HAMZAH & YEANG 
& AKI MEDIA

“This iconic eco-green development 
blends sustainability and culture, 
establishing Kuching as a global model 
for nature based urban design” - AA

“An ecologically balanced and 
economically sustainable proposal to 
benefit and uplift the community” - DH

3 

rd

“The proposal is inspired by Sarawak’s longhouse which 
raises the building on stilts minimising its footprint and 
preserving the natural ecosystem” - AA 

“An exciting modern, integral architectural solution 
set with ‘least intervention’ and due respect for 
preservation of the natural tropical setting” - DH

“A bold, unconventional approach which is both 
remarkable and polarising, demonstrating strong 
confidence in reimagining the traditional longhouse 
respecting the water and the natural landscape below” 
- TBE
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An innovative concept that respecting 
Sarawak’s longhouse condition with modern 
architecture featuring elevated, adaptable 
spaces that blending with the natural setting.

AR AZWAN OTHMAN
2 

nd

“Touching the ground lightly with dwelling units between 
service cores creating a flexible, geometrical layout” - CLS

“An innovative approach to co-exist with nature, elevated 
from the natural ground in a geometrical network of 
interlocking hexagonal forms” - DO

“The proposal offers flexible spaces which shows simplicity 
and depth” - TY

“A beautiful scheme that grabs attention and promotes 
discussion. It touches the ground lightly and adopts 
prefabrication construction” - YJ

“The masterfully crafted scheme was immensely thorough 
in all aspects of a masterplan which focuses on river 
preservation that safe guards natural resources” - TBE

“The elevated eco-city with rooftop gardens connected to 
intermediate landscape gardens and descending on to the 
preserved natural environment” - CLS

“The scheme promotes living around the lush natural 
environment with connections to a ‘hidden’ natural oasis 
with good sustainability approach” - DO

“The proposal preserves more green spaces whilst 
maximising usable areas which shows mature 
architectural vision and thoughtful design” - TY

“This proposal is a masterful encapsulation of the brief 
by preserving the most nature. All buildings sit on a 10m 
platform above nature, and only along the perimeter” - YJ

COVER STORY
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HAPPY : The top 11 finalists in a group photo 
during the AIR Prize Giving Ceremony.

Deputy Premier Datuk Amar Dr Sim Kui Hian Delivers Premier’s 
Speech At Results And Prize-Giving Ceremony

Swk Gov Hails AIR Competition As
Model For Eco-Led Development

peaking on behalf 
of Premier Tan Sri 

Datuk Patinggi Abang 
Johari Tun Openg, Deputy 

Premier Datuk Amar Dr 
Sim Kui Hian today praised the 

AIR Masterplan Competition 
as “the development model 
my Government champions”, 
uniting planners, architects, 
investors and the public 

around sustainable design.

Reading the Premier’s prepared remarks to an audience 
of some 200 guests on Level 10 of HSL Tower, Dr Sim 
applauded organiser, Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM), 
and sponsor HSL, for staging only the second national 
architecture competition ever held in East Malaysia.
 
“Each entry treats the river as a living corridor,” the 
Premier’s speech noted, adding that projects such as AIR 
“align with Sarawak’s Post-2030 vision and will receive the 
authority’s attention”.
 
The guest-of-honour noted that all 11 shortlisted AIR 
entries were from firms headquartered in Kuala Lumpur. 
He said this showed national interests in Sarawak as a 
leading “design hub”.

Earlier in the ceremony, convenor Ar Amzar described 
AIR as “Building with Nature”, highlighting proposals that 
preserve the site’s natural stream and mangrove forest. 
The competition follows Langit (launched 2021), HSL’s first 
design contest, now under construction with Singapore’s 
Ascott as Citadines Langit Kuching.
 
Dr Sim emphasised Sarawak’s ambition for a high income, 
green and digital economy: “Architecture sits at the heart 
of that agenda. Competitions like AIR push our collective 

COMPETITION
“AIR — The AIR Above Us, Di Bawah 
AIR Mengalir”

BRIEF
Masterplan for a 13.5-acre site 
opposite Kuching International 
Airport

ENTRIES
127 registrants, 76 submissions; 11 
shortlisted (all Kuala Lumpur practices, 
albeit one-third with Sarawakian roots)

JURY
Seven members, including the 
youngest and one of the most 
senior PAM Gold Medallists

1.	 AR ADRIANTA AZIZ 
PAM President and Jury Chair

2.	 DATO AR HAJEEDAR  
ABDUL MAJID 
PAM Gold Medalist 2012

3.	 AR TAN BEE EU 
Award Winning Architect / 
Eminent Academician

N A T I O N A L  I N T E R E S T  I N  K U C H I N G  S I T E

4.	 AR DAVID ONG 
PAM Sarawak Chapter Past 
Chairman

5.	 AR CHAI LONG SEN 
Eminent Architect in Sarawak

6.	 MR TONY YU 
HSL Executive Director

7.	 MR YU JI 
HSL Realty Director

PRIZES
RM 250,000, fully funded by HSL

imagination and help translate policy into projects on 
the ground.”
 
He urged PAM, HSL and the wider design community to 
share the ideas publicly through exhibitions and university 
talks, ensuring the learning extends beyond today’s awards.
 
For further information, visit airkch.om, hsl.com.my or 
search #AirKch on social media.

TOUR : HSL directors and architect showing Dr Sim (middle) a linear park within 
La Promenade’s gated residences, where 17% of the land is landscaped greens.
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With The Results Ceremony Over, The Hard Work Now Begins

What’s Next 
For AIR?

SIGNATURE: Dr Sim signing a winners’ board, which 
will be displayed as a memento at HSL lobby.

SITE : Aerial shot of 13.5acre piece 
of land opposite Kuching airport.

DISCUSSION : A moment of recognition as jurors, 
top three winners, and the media gathering 
together for an insightful press conference.

Just like Langit, AIR is a privately 
funded project that must include 
public spaces. At Langit the central 
staircase serves as a meeting spot; at 
AIR we plan to weave parks and the 
natural stream into the commercial 
scheme.

History is instructive. To see 
what lies ahead for AIR, it 
helps to look back at Langit, 
HSL’s first architecture 
competition.

Running the contest was the easy part. 
We wrote a brief for the 13.5-acre site 
and let teams present ideas. Now we’re 
re-interviewing all prize-winners to see 
how their concepts work in the real 
world.

For Langit, this second round of talks 
led us to choose the third-placed 
team, MOA Architects, because their 
twin-tower design suited HSL and The 
Ascott Limited’s goals: one tower for a 
hotel, the other for condominiums, with 
retail on the lower floors and a grand 
staircase linking them.

The brief

How long will it take?

Key questions ahead:

The road after a 
competition

Commitment to the 
winning vision

Five strong ideas  
for AIR

The AIR brief asked for eco-friendly 
design and sound business sense. Each 
of the top five entries met that brief in a 
different way:

MOA Architects
A huge green roof that could be the 
largest in Malaysia.

Ar Azwan Othman
A prefabricated system that keeps site 
disturbance low.

TR Hamzah & Yeang with Aki Media
Buildings on stilts along the edges, 
leaving 76 % of the land — and the 
stream — untouched.

Lateral Design
All buildings on stilts, even across parts 
of the river.

Qhawarizmi Architect
A single large structure powered by 
hydrogen.

HSL’s managing director, Datuk Paul 
Yu Chee Hoe commented about 
the top five: “We’ve received some 
amazing ideas for AIR. Our aim is to 
marry conservation and commerce. 
It can be done — the public at large 
should always benefit from private 
developments.

HSL is committed to building one of 
the winning schemes as faithfully as 

•	 Do we start with apartments or with 
commercial space?

possible. The AIR competition showed 
what the site could be; the next phase 
turns that vision into detailed plans, 
budgets and, eventually, construction 
on the ground.

“AIR — The AIR Above Us, Di Bawah 
AIR Mengalir” — promises to be as 
challenging as it is exciting. The 
ceremony may be over, but the real 
journey has only just begun.

“Each of the top five have their own 
merits. We’ll take time to develop these 
ideas with them. There’s plenty of 
problem solving to do as well.”

Langit spent two years in design 
development and another two years 
in approvals. AIR is larger and more 
complex, so a similar — or longer — 
timescale is likely.

•	 How do we build the government-
mandated detention ponds yet 
keep as much of the stream as 
possible?

•	 Which construction method 
best balances cost, speed and 
sustainability?

Answering these will involve architects, 
engineers and regulators working 
closely together.
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“PROJECT AIR” — HONOURING LAND, 
WATER AND SKY

“Project AIR: The AIR above us, di bawah AIR mengalir.” 
This simple phrase distils Sarawak’s long tradition of 
living in harmony with nature — from longhouses upriver 
to the shophouses of the Nanyang style that line old 
Kuching.
 
Great cities grow from great rivers, whether in Kuala 
Lumpur or here at Kuching.
 
Equally heartening is the human-centred emphasis in 
every submission. Cities are ultimately judged not by 
skylines but by the happiness and health of their citizens: 
Are we active? Are there places to meet and mingle? Do 
we feel rooted?
 
Your proposals address these questions first, and only 
then the ringgit-and-sen. That, too, is refreshing.
 
ALIGNING WITH SARAWAK’S POST-
2030 VISION

Ladies and gentlemen, the Sarawak Government’s Post-
COVID-19 Development Strategy 2030 charts a path 
towards a high-income, green and digital economy 
powered by talent and creativity.
 
Architecture sits at the heart of that agenda. We seek 
buildings and neighbourhoods that nurture biodiversity, 
embrace smart technology and, above all, put 
people first. Competitions like AIR push our collective 
imagination and help translate policy into projects on 
the ground.
 
Accordingly, my Government will continue to support 
developments that demonstrate sustainability, inclusivity 
and innovation — so that the built environment keeps 
pace with our ambitions.
 
GRATITUDE TO JURORS AND 
PARTICIPANTS

To our jurors — both the experienced and youth, from 
Sarawak, Kuala Lumpur and Penang — terima kasih for 
the diligence you brought to this task.

I understand your journey involved months of virtual 
deliberations, site walks in the heat and even a fair share 
of laksa and midin fern.
 
Your thoroughness ensures that today’s result 
commands respect.
 

EMPOWERING : Dr Sim delivering an inspiring 
speech at the prize-giving ceremony, marking 
the beginning of a new chapter in the 
architecture competition.

SPEECH—GUEST 
OF HONOUR
AIR Prize-Giving Ceremony

The Right Honourable Datuk Patinggi 
Tan Sri (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman 
Zohari bin Tun Datuk Abang Haji Openg

SARAWAK PREMIER

To the finalists gathered here: while one team will take 
home the first prize, every entry has advanced the national 
conversation on how waterfront neighbourhoods can be 
designed.
 
I urge HSL, PAM and the wider design community to share 
these ideas beyond this room — through public exhibitions, 
online forums and academic studios. The learning should 
not stop with the award photos this morning.
 
A WORD TO THE WINNERS — AND THE 
REST

To the winning architects: may your concept now face the 
rigour of construction without losing its poetry.
 
The journey from drawing board to site demands patience, 
ingenuity and close collaboration with engineers and 
contractors. My Government stands ready to facilitate 
where regulation or infrastructure is concerned.
 
To the runners-up and participants who fell short by only a 
few points: please keep challenging us.
 
I am pleased to hear that HSL intends, once again, to re-
interview all winners and even those highly commended — 
just as it did with Langit, where the final building emerged 
from the scheme originally placed third. That openness to 
talent wherever it may be found is commendable.
 
LOOKING FORWARD

Friends, architecture is often called the “mother of all arts” 
because it is the stage for life. “The AIR Above Us, Di Bawah 
AIR Mengalir.”

When we design well, we create not merely handsome 
façades but healthier, happier communities. When we 
build responsibly, we honour our rivers, our forests and the 
generations yet to come.
 
Today, as we celebrate the triumph of creativity and 
collaboration, let us also rededicate ourselves to the larger 
task: crafting a Sarawak that is sustainable, inclusive and 
proudly rooted — a Sarawak where opportunity flows, just 
like the river.
 
Sekian, terima kasih, and congratulations to everyone. May 
you enjoy an inspiring morning — and, I daresay, the real 
winners will ultimately be the people who live, work and 
play in the neighbourhoods we dare to imagine today.
 
I’ll see you next at the earth breaking [laughs]. Thank you.

SELAMAT pagi, salam sejahtera, and a very good morning.
 
Yang Berbahagia President and council members of the 
Malaysian Institute of Architects (PAM); Members of the 
AIR organising committee and distinguished jurors; Board 
members and senior management of HSL;
 
Architects, planners, students, members of the media, ladies 
and gentlemen.
 
To our friends from Peninsular Malaysia and overseas, 
welcome to Kuching — a city famed not only for its riverfront 
and gardens, but above all for the warmth of its people.
 
It is a pleasure to host you here in Sarawak’s capital for what 
is now the second national architecture competition ever 
held in East Malaysia.
 
CELEBRATING PARTNERSHIP AND 
PURPOSE

Competitions of this calibre do not happen by accident. They 
require energy, expertise and, crucially, trust among partners. 
I therefore commend HSL for taking the courageous step of 
sponsoring AIR and, more importantly, for pledging to build 
one of the winning schemes.
 
That commitment turns ideas into reality and underlines 
HSL’s reputation as a forward-thinking, professionally led and 
responsible developer–constructor.
 
I equally applaud PAM for providing the professional rigour 
that gives this competition its credibility. Langit — the first 
contest in 2021 — showed what such collaboration can 
achieve; AIR takes that spirit a step further, demonstrating 
that Sarawak is an open platform for bold design thinking.
 
A MODEL THAT FITS SARAWAK’S 
ASPIRATIONS

This competition exemplifies the development model my 
Government champions: one that unites planners, architects, 
investors and, most importantly, the public. The shortlisted 
proposals remind us that when these voices work together, 
we generate solutions that respect heritage, serve daily life 
and position us for the future.
 
As the convenor observed, each entry stands on its own 
merit, yet they share a common instinct: to treat the river not 
as an obstacle but as a living corridor. That ethos resonates 
deeply with us in Sarawak, where rivers have been arteries of 
trade, culture and community for centuries.
 
Syabas to every team for capturing that insight.
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Ascott And HSL Assemble An International Team 
of Designers For Highly Anticipated High-Rise

Citadines Langit Kuching

Breaks Ground

onstruction has commenced 
on one of East Malaysia’s most 

eagerly awaited high-rise projects, 
Citadines Langit Kuching.

Developer HSL recently broke ground on the 
project, beginning with a two-storey basement. 

This will be followed by a three-storey public 
plaza featuring commercial spaces, alongside 

Tower A (comprising 64 luxury condominiums) 
and Tower B (housing 220 fifth-generation 

Citadines units).

Once completed, the twin towers will rise to 
108 metres, or 28 levels, linked by two “floating” 

clubhouse floors on Levels 4 and 15, each exclusively 
for condo residents and hotel guests.

 

A grand staircase will anchor the lower three 
floors — with lush landscaping by Singapore’s 
Salad Dressing — offering one of Kuching’s few 
privately-owned public spaces. The developer 
intends to activate this area with children’s 
playgrounds, concerts and art installations.

HSL is aiming for completion in 48 months.
 
HSL and its Singaporean partner, The Ascott 
Limited—wholly owned by CapitaLand 
Investment Limited—have put together an 
international team of distinguished designers 
for Citadines Langit Kuching.

Among them are Light Collab, the lighting 
consultant behind the Singapore Pavilion at 

INAUGURAL : Wee officiating 
the Langit Earth Breaking 
Ceremony on April 25.

1.	 GREEN : Singapore’s Salad Dressing designing all the 
green areas in Langit, including the clubhouse floors and 
grand staircase.

2.	 PUBLIC : A grand public staircase is a key feature of 
Langit Citadines. This civic space was one of the highlights 
of this 2021 architecture competition winning entry.

3.	 EXPERTISE : The project team including specialists for 
lighting and landscaping by Singaporeans.

4.	 INTERIOR : Ascott will incorporating Kuching and 
Sarawak into their designs. These early drafts showing 
Dayak motifs and Kuching’s map.

Continues on Pg.35
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LANDMARK : Construction has begun on the 
28-level, twin towers of Citadines Langit Kuching.

World Expo 2020, Park Royal Collection Marina Bay, and Books 
Kinokuniya Abu Dhabi; and Salad Dressing, a landscape 
architecture firm headed by Malaysians practising in 
Singapore, best known for projects such as Jurong Lake 
Garden, Aman Tokyo, and resorts in the Maldives.
 
“Langit is a teamwork between 
some of Malaysia’s and 
Singapore’s brightest talents. 
Some of the foreign designers 
are Sarawakians working 
abroad, and Langit is their first 
project back in East Malaysia. 
As a Sarawakian builder, I 
am immensely proud,” HSL 
Managing Director Datuk Paul 
Yu Chee Hoe said.

“From the outset in 2022—
when Langit was launched as 
an architectural competition—
we have championed 
‘reaching for greater heights 
together’, and this team embodies this philosophy,” Yu added.
 
According to Ascott’s Malaysia General Manager, Mondi 
Mecja, Langit is set to become the benchmark for all Citadines 
properties in Malaysia. He highlighted that Ascott’s own design 
department is spearheading the hotel interiors for Langit.
 

“Langit is a priority project for us,” Mecja said. “We stepped in 
in 2022 after the competition results were announced, and I 
personally advocated for our in-house interior design team to 
lead on the interiors. Sarawak is a beautiful part of Malaysia, 
and there is so much to draw from and to showcase.

Mecja said the Citadines portion of Langit is expected to 
create around 100 jobs, while 
HSL estimated the project’s 
additional commercial 
spaces would generate 
another 60 positions, 
particularly in the food and 
beverage sector.
 
“Tourism is one of the best 
job creators, as it engages 
all strata of society—from 
housekeeping to tour 
guiding and management. 
Even at this construction 
stage, there are benefits to 
the supply chain. Whenever 

possible, we use local materials and contractors,” Yu said.

Langit’s architecture is contemporary and tropical, featuring 
facade screens inspired by Dayak culture. Its landscaping—
extensive and to be maintained by HSL, known for its 
commitment to greenery—draws upon Borneo’s rainforests.

WELCOME : Wee (second right)  arriving 
at the site at Jalan Tabuan, Kuching. 

From Pg.32

Q&A : Mecja (third left) speaking to the 
media about the upcoming project.
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During the media tour, the project team also 
highlighted HSL and Ascott’s commitment to 
achieving Green Building Index (GBI) certification.
 
Lead architect, Ar David Ong, said the 28-level 
twin structures would be among the region’s most 
energy-efficient high-rises.
 
“Langit benefits from excellent site orientation,  
with minimal direct sunlight. We have incorporated 
screens to shield occupants from heat while 
maximising natural light and ventilation,”  
Ong explained.
 
“As this is a high-tech development, the Citadines 
component will incorporate an advanced building 
management system. Condominium residents, 
meanwhile, will enjoy double-glazed windows  
as standard.”
 
Ong praised HSL for prioritising public areas:

“Many developments use buzzwords like 
‘placemaking’, but it is often easier said than done. 
HSL is devoting its own funds to create public spaces 
on the lower three floors. It’s an idealistic move that 
echoes some of the most civic-minded high-rises, 
like Lever House in New York.”
 
HSL will open sales of Langit condos in late 2026. Like 
the Jigsaw condos opposite Kuching Airport, HSL will 
establish a Langit sales gallery at La Promenade Mall.
 
Prices are expected to average RM1,000 per square 
foot for the 64 condominiums.
 
For more info, visit hsl.com.my, langitkch.com, or 
search #LangitKch on social media.

 LOCATION : Langit is at Kuching city centre near the waterfront 
and shopping malls with great views of the city and the sea.

ENGINEERING : The guide walls for 
the two-storey basement’s piles.
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Throwback To HSL’s Original Newsletter

The Herald  
Before Living Moments

very issue of Living Moments, 
we end with a throwback to Hock 

Seng Lee’s original newsletter. The 
Herald began in 1996 and was for 
in-house circulation. 

Edited by Sonja Gan, the then 
HSL corporate affairs director, 
the newsletter is a treasure 
throve of memories and 
milestones. 

This edition’s #throwback is 
to the 12th-issue, published in 
May-Sept 1998. These articles 
bring back sweet memories.

THROWBACKTHROWBACK
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LA PROMENADE MALL

Daily  9:30am - 9:30pm

1 HSL Tower, Lorong La Promenade 2, Kuching-Samarahan Expressway, 94300 Kota Samarahan, Sarawak, Malaysia.

HSL SALES GALLERY

Daily  10am - 5pm

+6082 385 055
+6013 836 5566

HSL HQ

Mon-Fri  8:30am - 5:30pm 
Sat  8:30am - 12:30pm

+6082 502 299

@hslcn@lapromenademall


