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The Passion Of Motorsports
An insight into speed, skills and what drives the drivers
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Sincerely,

SHINJI

When planning events, their 
potential for success are, 
oftentimes, unknowable.

Some of our best laid plans have been duds, yet 
others have become roaring successes, despite us not 
having the experience to plan specifically for them. 

A good example is the recent Borneo Star Drift Battle, 
which took place at La Promenade Mall. 

Tens of thousands came for various stages of the car 
drifting championship. It was our events team’s first 
time working with motorsports enthusiasts. 

We were flabbergasted by the crowd size. Delightfully 
flabbergasted. Pleasantly surprised. Overjoyed in fact. 

Food tenants like Hock King Authentic Chicken Rice, 
NOMS and Black Bean Coffee & Tea reported their best 
ever sales during the drift battles — even better sales 
than during Christmas or Chinese New Year. 

Online, our livestream of the drift battle’s finale 
attracted over 2,000 viewers at its peak. VIPs who 
came included Senator Datuk Ahmad Ibrahim, who 
congratulated us and the drifters for putting up a 
great show with international-level safety standards. 

The Borneo Star Drift Battle was our best attended 
event to date. It’s become even more popular than the 
annual La Promenade Oktoberfest. 

In this issue, which we are calling the “Adrenaline 
Issue”, we feature interviews with key individuals 
behind the scenes: organising secretary Andy Chong, 
drift enthusiasts Willie Ong, and our mall’s digital 
marketer Sophia Ong. 

Dear readers,

The interviews by Living Moments’s new writer 
Rochester Bagol Nicholas Nyalau highlight their 
passion for their hobbies. 

The interviews make clear that the success of the 
event came down to organisers’ and participants’ 
pure enthusiasm for the sport. 

Borneo Star Drift Battle will return in 2024. 

Elsewhere in this issue, we feature Hoan Gallery’s 
second art show of the year: Bong Choo Chew’s 
Dialogues With Our Nature, which opened recently for 
a five-week run. 

About RM50,000 worth of Bong’s oil paintings were 
sold, of which the artist generously donated to  
seven charities to his hometowns of Lundu, Kuching 
and Samarahan. 

As a community mall, we’re also highlighting our 
twice-a-month free Friday night runs. Writers 
Rochester and Yvonne Sharon interviewed participants 
on the joys of exercise, meeting new people and 
quality sports attire giveaways. 

In the next Living Moments, we’ll be highlighting La 
Promenade Mall’s two new restaurants: Terrace, a 
Malaysian casual eats cafe, and Iced, an elegant bar 
serving cocktails, wine and spirits. LM
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in 1978 at the Sarawak Fine Arts Society’s 
annual exhibition.



I discovered the run while passing by La 
Promenade Mall and HSL Tower on my way home 
to Taman Samarindah. I appreciate the convenient 
distance from my home to the event, manageable 
traffic, and my preference for simple fitness 
activities like short-distance runs and treadmill 
walking to build endurance.

I also value the positive impact of fitness on 
strengthening family bonds and the well-designed 
T-shirt provided for the run.

I found out about the event through La Promenade 
Mall's Facebook page and a mall poster. Despite 
heavy afternoon traffic in Samarahan, I arrived  
on time. 

My fitness routine includes various exercises, 
and I began participating in the event last year, 
appreciating its flexibility and the positive impact 
of fitness on health, comfort, and the quality of 
the provided T-shirt. My passion for running and 
maintaining good health drives my interest.

DANEL BALA
FATHER OF TWO

DOMINIC INGGU 
A REGULAR RUNNER

MARSHALS : Members of Kuching running 
clubs guiding the night 3km and 6km runs 
inside La Promenade’s gated residences.

YAY : A group photo at the end of 
every run is a must. Crowds for the 
free run vary between 20 and 100. 

LM

Warm-Up Added And No More Cancellations

W e've made tweaks to the La 
Promenade Weekend Night 
Run. The fun runs remain 
totally free, but we’ve added 

even more to it and also “weather-proofed” 
the event.  

Every run now begins on Fridays, around 6.30pm, at the 
mall’s level four gym, Sweat Factory, with a 20-min warm 
up session. 

New Format For Fun Run

I'm excited about the new Friday night run format, 
open to all, including students. The revamped 
setup is impressive, and I anticipate increased 
participation without cancellations. 

I highly recommend this event to fellow runners 
for the chance to connect with new faces and 
build meaningful relationships across diverse 
backgrounds.

ABBYLYANA JONALYSSA
LOVES MEETING NEW PEOPLE

FAMILY : A wholesome event for everyone.

Q&A : Staff writer Yvonne Sharon (left) 
speaking to a Night Run participant. 

And if it rains outside, the “runs” are completed in the 
gym.

This means there are no more cancellations of the 
Weekend Night Run due to rain. 

When there is good weather, the warm-ups are followed 
by 3km and 6km fun runs around La Promenade. But if it 
rains, the sessions continue indoors inside Sweat Factory. 

Since the new format was introduced in June, the 
number of participants have increased. 

“Sweat Factory is delighted to support the fun run,” said 
owner Richard Yu. “I just love seeing the wide range of 
participants: mums and kids, senior citizens with their 
friends, employees of offices nearby like Sains and even 
workers from the mall’s shops.”

Yu said the warm-ups focussed on light and medium 
levels of functional fitness. 

“The pre-run sessions are designed to be fun, first 
and foremost. But more importantly, we hope to build 
up functional fitness that supports every day life. Our 
workouts include pushing, pulling, bending, squaring, 
lunging and the core.”

The free fun run format was tweaked following feedback 
from the public, many of whom were disappointed when 
cancellations happened when it rained.
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Bong Choo Chew’s Art Show Highlighted Oil Paintings, 
Which Are Rare In Sarawak

A who’s who of Kuching’s artists and art lovers 
turned up for the opening on May 13. 

They included Deputy Tourism, Creative Industry 
and Performing Arts Minister, Datuk Sebastian 

Ting, a childhood friend of Bong, who came 
early at 9am.

Hoan Gallery’s Second Solo Show 
Of 2023 Opens To Big Crowds

Buntal Fishing 
Village 7, 1998

“Ting came twice on Saturday. First, to see the 
artworks before the gallery even opened at 9am, 
and then he came back at 4pm for the official 
opening,” a clearly emotional Bong, 70, said. 

“I was touched by the deputy minister’s gesture. I’ve 
known him for a long time. His support means a lot 
to me.”

Other guests included Sarawak Artists Society 
members, captains of industries and social media 
personalities.

Dialogue With Our Nature is Hoan Gallery’s 2023 
season of shows. In March, the gallery organised 
Alena Murang's highly successful “Colours of the 
Highlands”. 

oan Gallery’s second art 
show of 2023, “Dialogue 

With Our Nature”, featuring 
over 50 oil paintings by the 

masterful Bong Choo Chew, 
opened to large crowds recently. 

Gallery director Hoan Kee Huang said:

“It’s been an exciting year for this gallery. I’m 
so proud to organise Bong’s show, because it 
highlights oil painting, which many local artists 
don’t do. Bong is a veteran of Sarawak’s art 
scene. Younger artists like myself respect him 
tremendously. 

“Bong does roughly one art show every decade, 
and this one spans his entire career.”

Dialogue With Our Nature contained three phases 
of Bong’s artistic evolution, from realism to semi-
abstract and abstract. 

Among standouts were his realistic paintings from 
the River series, and semi-abstracts of market 
scenes and village-scapes.  

Oil on canvas 
35.5cm x 46cm 

RM6,500Scan to Watch

INTRO OF  
ART SHOW

MASTER : Bong Choo Chew putting on 
the final touches on one of his pieces 
at the gallery before the show opens. 

VIP : Deputy Tourism, Arts and Culture Minister 
Sebastian Ting (left), who was classmates with 
Bong, at the show opening at Hoan Gallery recently. 

GENERATION : Young artist Leonard Siaw 
(seated left) shaking hands with veteran 
artist Lee Hock Kia at the opening.
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Hoan said the show demonstrated Bong’s 
wide abilities and his deep, contemplative 
artistic mind. 

“There is a very nice progression that 
visitors are able to see. His paintings begin 
with streetscapes, to natural landscapes, 
to what he feels in his heart and mind,” 
Hoan said.

Bong donated 70% of sales proceeds to 
seven charities of his choosing located in 
Lundu (where he grew up), Kuching and 
Samarahan. 

Artworks from Dialogue With Our Nature 
can still be viewed at hoangallery.com.

Harmony 5, 2001

Oil on canvas  
53.5cm x 63.5cm 

RM8,800

Harmony 15, 2022

Oil on canvas
91.5cm x 137cm
RM17,680

Scan to Watch

OPENING 
CEREMONY

POPULAR : The well attended Dialogue 
With Our Nature exhibit was an all 
oil-painting show. Oil painters are 
exceedingly rare in Sarawak.  

CLASS : As part of Bong’s solo show, he conducted 
oil painting classes on the weekends at the mall. 

Continues on Pg. 13
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Love Our Rivers 2, 1995

Dialogue With Our Nature 1, 2022

Oil on canvas
76cm x 76cm

RM15,300

Oil on canvas
91.5cm x 137cm
RM15,880

Zen 2, 2021

Oil on canvas
122cm x 122cm

RM30,000

Digital Catalogue

DIALOGUE 
WITH OUR 
NATURE

Bong Choo Chew’s Dialogue With Our 
Nature art show attracted extensive 
media coverage when it opened at La 
Promenade Mall. 

Numerous print and broadcast media 
remarked on the rarity of oil painters 
in Sarawak and spotlighted Bong's 
charitable intentions. 

From Pg. 10

MEDIA : Dozen of reporters interviewing 
the artist during the opening.

THE BORNEO POST
—
Bong, who is from Lundu, hopes more 
youth will take up oil painting. He said 
he had stopped painting for about  
20 years before taking it up again 
during the Movement Control Order 
(MCO) period.

DAYAK DAILY
—
I would like to pay tribute to the late 
Tan Sri Datuk Amar Wee Boon Ping, 
who helped me to go to Nanyang 
Academy of Fine Arts in Singapore 
and made me the artist I am today,” 
Bong Choo Chew said.

SIN CHEW DAILY
—
“现在越来越少见油画，因此鼓励年轻画家

能积极培养这方面的兴趣，否则油画将有可

能会消失” 黄邓楚州说

SEE HUA DAILY NEWS
—
近70岁的黄邓楚州表示，此次画展的70%销

售收益将作为慈善公益目的。他希望本地的

艺术爱好者能够欣赏其作品，也造福社会。

HERE ARE MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
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Misty Morning, 2021

Oil on canvas 
123cm x 190.5cm 
RM27,680

TVS
—
“Pameran ini yang bertemakan 
Dialogue With Our Nature sebenarnya 
memberi makna yang besar kepada 
kita kerana menyeru supaya 
menjaga alam sekitar termasuklah 
tidak membuang sampah ke dalam 
sungai atau laut,” kata Bong Choo 
Chew di sini hari ini.

UTUSAN BORNEO
—
“Lagipun, hari ini ramai anak muda 
lebih suka membuat lukisan akrilik 
berbanding lukisan cat minyak. Oleh 
sebab itu hasil lukisan cat minyak 
amat sukar dibuat oleh mereka,” kata 
Bong Choo Chew.

UTUSAN SARAWAK
—
Beliau yang telah berkecimpung 
dalam dunia lukisan selama 50 
tahun itu turut menyatakan bahawa 
50 lukisan minyak ‘Dialogue With 
Our Nature’ yang dipamerkan itu 
mengambil masa beberapa tahun 
untuk disiapkan.

Market Street, 1994

Oil on canvas
75cm x 65cm

RM15,300 LM
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A Roaring Success That Attracted Thousands Of Spectators

t's passion that drives success. 
Just ask organisers of the recent 

Borneo Star Drift Battle 2023. 
Only a handful of organisers put 

together a show for thousands

Spanning several weekends, the full fledge 
championship included practice sessions, 

qualifying, semi- and finals. 

Judges included those from Sarawak, as well as 
experts from Kuala Lumpur. Organisers worked 

The Excitement Of Drift 
Racing At La Promenade

PRECISION: Two drivers during 
the Borneo Star Drift Battle.

Article by
Rochester Bagol Nicholas

Photo credit
Alan Lee Pik Jin

closely with La Promenade Mall’s events team. 

Together, they transformed the open air carpark into a drift 
circuit, spectators’ stand (complete with VIP corner), judges 
viewing platform, and even a commentator’s box for live 
streaming, attracting another 2,000 viewers online. 

A well-attended car show was sandwiched between the 
competition grounds and the pit crews not the other side of 
the mall. 

In the following pages, writer Rochester Bagol Nicholas 
Nyalau interviews the event’s main organiser, a participant 
drifter, and HSL’s corporate communications manager. 
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Andy Chong is only 32 years old but he is already a well-
regarded figure in Sarawak’s motorsports scene. 

Since 2018, Chong has been an important part of most large-
scale drifting events in the region. The organiser is known for 
his attention to detail, overseeing all events from planning to 
clean up himself.

Q/ How much have you invested in this 
sport?
A/ I love motorsports but my involvement has 
been limited to organising events rather than 
actively participating in competitions. The extent 
of your participation in this sport depends on 
your willingness to financially support it. 

For drifting, I’m just an organiser. I do do a bit of 
racing but it’s in go-karting. I’m lucky to have FL 
Motorsport support my passion for go-karting. 

As for organising drift events, we are all lucky 
to have Hock Seng Lee (HSL) investing in us for 
this Borneo Star Drift Battle 2023. Venue and 
marketing aside, HSL’s IT team helped us do live-
streaming. It made the event so much bigger. 
Those kinds of investments into our competition 
are really value-adds. We couldn’t have made 
this event as good as this year’s without 
meaningful partnerships. 

Q/ What are the qualities of a good 
drifter?
A/ Attitude plays a crucial role, and there’s 
another key factor — teamwork, you can only be 
as good as the team around you. When it comes 
to drifting, you really are not alone. Just look at 
the Borneo Star Drift Battle, you’ll see the best 
drifters here have the support and dedication of 
their pit crew. To taste victory in this competition, 
participants must forge a close rapport with their 
crew. If you don’t know how to build team spirit, 
then you probably can’t go far. 

Q/ The motorsports scene is quite young in 
Sarawak. What do you hope to see happen 
in the near future?
A/ I would love to see strong Government 
support. For instance, we need a dedicated 
venue for motorsports. We do face a shortage 
of facilities at the moment. For our drivers to 
thrive on the global scene, they’ll need very good 
facilities at home. 

ANDY CHONG

Q/ What’s your primarily objective when 
organising the Borneo Star Drift Battle?
A/  Our aim is to improve the drift sport scene in 
Kuching. We want to enlarge the pool of enthusiasts 
and have a bigger talent pool. For spectators, this is 
an exhilarating sport to view. The sights, the sound… it’s 
everything. A real adrenaline rush. 

We organise the competition for novices and pros to 
mingle. We have experts and judges from KL here. All of 
us gain invaluable knowledge through organising and 
participating. 

Q/ Is every event as big as this? I mean, your 
drift circuit is the mall’s entire car park, and 
there were thousands of viewers. 
A/ I have to say, when it comes to drifting, there is 
no fixed scale. But a bigger space does allow us to 
do more complex circuits and have categories like 
tandem drifting. The space allows us to craft the circuit 
in more ways, and this gives the judges more to judge. 

Q/ What’s the safety protocol for this event?
A/  Safety is number one. It’s crucial for any 
motorsport organiser to prioritise safety. You just have 
to. You cannot not do it well. Ok, so for Borneo Star Drift 
Battle, we follow best practises. We work very closely 
with HSL’s occupational health and safety department. 
This event had dedicated rescue teams, ambulances 
and medical professionals. 

For participants, every day, before the session starts, 
they have to get their blood pressures checked. 

Additionally, this whole event has to be sanctioned by 
the Motorsports Association of Malaysia (MAM). They 
handle all our insurance matters.

As the organiser, we are responsible for racers and 
participants’ safety. We try to do our best, and get the 
endorsement of MAM. 

Q/ Tell us about the competitions.
A/ We offer two different categories: Novice and Pro-
Am. Participants are welcome to join either or both 
categories if they feel capable. Novice is specifically 
designed for newcomers seeking to explore their 
talents. We have 17 enthusiastic individuals showcasing 
their skills today. As for Pro-Am, it currently has 20 
participants.

It’s quite a good number of participants. We are happy. 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE CHAIR
EUPHORIC : Yu Zhe (left) and Benny Chin 
celebrating their victory.

TEAMWORK: Cars and drivers are 
only as good as their crews.

18        L I V I N G  M O M E N T S N O V  -  D E C  2 0 2 3       19

COVER STORY COVER STORY



Q/ What do you think the novices are learning 
about from the pros?
A/ Again, it’s the importance of pit crews. I think the 
newbies are quite amazed at how important pit crews 
are. Your crew really has to give their best. Pit crews need 
to work at a moment’s notice under tremendous pressure. 
I’ve also seen pit crews work through the night to fix 
damaged cars. 

Q/ Lastly, why choose La Promenade and will you 
return for more?
A/  For sure we are going to return. I think this year’s 
event has been a great first collaboration. HSL’s help in 
manpower, IT skills, and more, really allowed us to expand 
the scope of Borneo Star. Next year, we can plan even 
bigger and better. Really, my heartfelt thanks.  

Q/ What will be better next year?
A/  I’m going to relook at track marshalling. I have 
received interesting feedback from competitors, saying 
that is one area we can improve on. I guess we can do 
even better with the spectator stands next year too. As 
long as we have support, sponsors, partners, we’ll  
do better. CROWD : A roaring sea of supporters fuels 

the drift competition with their cheers.

TRACK : This drifter taking his car for 
a wild spin on the drift track. 

JOY: Two drifters sharing 
a moment of laughter.
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WILLIE ONG
 PARTICIPANT

Local boy Willie Ong is a rising star in the national drift scene. He 
started dabbling in 2012, having been captivated by Gymkhana, 
a type of motorsports involving precision driving within complex 
courses. 

He took up drifting in 2019, and this year’s Battle Star is his first. 
“It’s an art,” Ong says of drift sport.  

Q/ How much have you invested in this sport?
A/ [Laughs] I should say a lot of time, rather than 
spending a lot of money. That’s the truth. I have put in a lot 
of time. I put in the time to address the car’s wear and tear 
issues. I do spend on purchasing tires, however, I have not 
made extensive modifications to my drift car. 

So, yes, I have invested my time and effort. I haven’t 
extensively spent on modifying, instead, I prefer to 
maximise my driving experience by getting more seat 
time.

Q/ For other newbies, what is your advice to them?
A/ When you are getting started, you should ask a lot of 
questions. Feel free to ask anything, particularly on getting 
your right car. You can save a significant amount of 
money and time. 

Q/ What are the qualities of a good drifter?
A/ Drifting, like any other sport, requires good discipline, 
manners, a willingness to learn and share, and helping 

newcomers while respecting the experienced drifters. 
It is more akin to an art form, and when you go to a 
competition, having judges' comments and input, that’s 
like the cherry on top. Take all the advice you can get in 
a positive way. 

The most crucial aspect is to enjoy the experience and 
strive for personal improvement.

Q/ What’s your hope for motorsports in 
Sarawak?
A/ I am delighted to witness the continuous growth 
and improvement of the Sarawak drifting scene. We 
are experiencing a significant increase in the number 
of drifters participating, as well as more frequent drift 
sessions and competitions. 

Today’s Borneo Star is testament to that. There’s a big 
crowd, there are many participants, and there are many 
viewers online. It’s looking positive. My hope is for this 
momentum to keep building. 

SCAN 
TO FOLLOW

SKILL : Drifters left their marks with some awe-
inspiring drifts in the heat of the competition.

CLEAN : Crews hard at work between rounds.

PREPARATION : Checking every detail and fine-
tuning at the start of the big competition day.

SMOKE : The whole event was a spectacle for the senses.

Continues on Pg. 26

Q/ What have you learnt from the event?
A/ I have come to recognise the significance of 
teamwork, as it requires both personal dedication 
and a collective effort to ensure the car remains in 
optimal condition throughout the competition.

Q/ How would you like to improve on for 
next events?
A/ Basically I want to find it within myself to 
increase my dedication to drift sport. I want to 
invest more time in training and to ensure proper 
maintenance of my drift car. 

Q/ Would you recommend this sport to 
others?
A/ Of course! I love it. I highly recommend more 
to join us at this exciting time when the drifting 
scene is thriving. We have ample opportunities 
for practice and competition across Sarawak 
and Sabah, and our team has a wealth of drifting 
experience that we're eager to share, making it a 
truly enjoyable sport for everyone involved.
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CAMARADERIE : Drifters celebrating victories 
and forging friendships on the drift circuit.

MASTER : One of the judges, Zaiham 
‘Bullzai’, explaining the scoring system. 

INTERIOR : The cars have complex 
performance options.

FEARLESS : Two daring drifters racing, 
vying for the champion title.

YEEEEAHHHH : Judges reacting to a 
beautiful drift happening on track.



Q/ What’s your impression of 
the Borneo Star Drift Battle 
at La Promenade so far?
A/ We are absolutely thrilled. 
Everyone is so pleased to see so 
many spectators. The happiest 
among us are the mall’s food 
tenants. Everyone is reporting their 
best sales days ever. I’m just so 
glad for them. 

Borneo Star Drift Battle is a 
spectacular event. It’s a full-on 
sensory experience.

La Promenade Mall is pretty new. 
We only opened in 2021. We are a 
community mall, and it’s great to 
see so many people today. 

I’m glad the management 
accepted Andy Chong’s (main 
organiser) proposal from day 
one. It gave us the confidence to 
really push the event. We got the 
IT team onboard to help with live-
streaming early on. 

Q/What was the most 
important part for the mall?
A/ Safety really. A lot of effort 
was spent on safety planning. We 
also had to tell everyone that all 
rules will be enforced. Our guards’ 
instructions on the day had to be 
adhered to. 

We had to make sure there was 
a secure distance between 
spectators and the circuit. We 
installed concrete barriers all 
round. Other than that, we had 
to ensure there were adequate 
numbers of fire extinguishers. 
Basically, it was a thrilling show, 
but it was also a safe show. 

Also, I think I can speak for us 

ONE FOR THE ALBUM : Drifters and 
judges in a celebratory group shot.

From Pg. 23

CHEW : Sherwin Chew sharing his techniques 
with members of the media.

CHAMPION : Ling Tung Hui, the Novice category 
winner, basking in glorious victory.

SOPHIA ONG
HSL’S DIGITAL MARKETING MANAGER

Sophia Ong is HSL’s digital marketing manager 
who loves to organise events for La Promenade 
Mall. She’s helped the mall coordinate the 
Sarawak Open — Bonsai & Suiseki Championship, 
Oktoberfest and Sunset BBQ events. 

For Borneo Star Drift Battle, Ong coordinated 
between events set up, the IT team and the main 
organising committee. 

at the mall that it was a great 
learning experience to work with 
the Motorsports Association of 
Malaysia (MAM). They came 
to inspect the carpark’s track 
surface, and more, and we found 
it all really interesting. It’s the best 
part of this job really: to get to 
mingle with people from other 
professions. 

Q/La Promenade Mall has 
a ‘Support Sarawak’ policy. 
Its tenants comprise mainly 
Sarawakian tenants, for 
instance. Do you see aspects 
of the ‘Support Sarawak’ 
policy in Borneo Star?
A/ I actually do. We are 
developing local talents by having 
this competition. The organisers 
are Sarawakians too. The crowd 
is mostly local. Not forgetting 
that the foreign participants and 
judges are enjoying themselves 
at our local retailers like La 
Promenade Black Bean Coffee & 
Tea. 

Q/The organiser has said 
they would love to return to 
La Promenade next year. 
What’s your hope for future 
events?
A/ I’m really pleased to hear 
their kind words. I’m genuinely 
excited for everyone to join all our 
future events. There is a vibrant 
community in Kuching and 
Samarahan. Borneo Star has been 
a bigger success than anyone of 
us could have anticipated. If they 
want to come back, we’ll make it 
even better for them next year. It’s 
thrilling, and it’s really captured 
our interests, even as workers 
behind the scenes. LM
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Siong How Exclusive Opens Its 
Door At La Promenade Mall

The Sarawakian Brand’s 14th Outlet Is Also Its 
First Higher End ‘Exclusive’ Store

           
he first 

Siong 
How Exclusive, 

comprising almost a 
dozen concept stores 

within a large retail 
outlet, has opened at La 
Promenade Mall, along 
the Kuching-Samarahan 

Expressway. 

The La Promenade outlet is the 
14th branch for the franchise. 
Covering a retail area of over 
12,000sqft on level three, brands 
represented include Electrolux, 
Haier, LG and Samsung.

Also operating concept stores 
within it are Beko, Alpha, Joven, 
KDK, Mitsubishi Electric, Morgan, 
Panasonic and Butterfly.

“We are so proud today to have 
our first Exclusive store up and 
running. A big thanks to the ever 
supportive La Promenade Mall 
and Hock Seng Lee (HSL),” Siong 
How managing director Lo Kok 
How said. 

“We have worked well together 
to create an exclusive shopping 
experience. This is only fitting 
as La Promenade is a high-end 
gated community, the flagship 
development of HSL, where its 
HQ is also located.”

Continues on Pg. 32

DELIGHTED : Siong How managing director Lo Kok How 
(right) during a light moment at the opening of his 
first high-end Exclusive store at La Promenade Mall. 

Retail with great service is still a winning 
combination, offering benefits like hands-on 
demonstrations. Making decisions like which  

aircon to purchase, which TV size, and trying out 
new features is much easier and stress-free when 

you can talk to a professional salesperson,

— Lo Kok How
Siong How Managing Director

TEAMWORK : Siong How Exclusive is 
one of Sarawak’s best established 
home and electrical retailers. 
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There will be plenty of promotions at Siong 
How Exclusive. These include new product 
launches from the major brands, plus 
opening discounts and special deals. 

“Retail with great service is still a winning 
combination, offering benefits like hands-
on demonstrations. Making decisions like 
which aircon to purchase, which TV size, 
and trying out new features is much easier 
and stress-free when you can talk to a 
professional salesperson,” Lo said. 

“This is why a lot of technology brands 
including Apple insist on having physical 
stores.”

As a tenant of HSL’s mall, Siong How 
Exclusive will be part of the developer’s 
upcoming sales events, from festive 
season promos to showhouses. 

The 200acre La Promenade is master 
planned to be a township within a park.

The Mall is the commercial focal point of 
the estate, housing several other well-
established Sarawak brands such as 
Black Bean Coffee & Tea, Foo Man Ting, 
SugarBun, Hoan Gallery, Rice King and Zoro.

Besides Siong How, HSL’s leasing team 
is rumoured to announce another major 
tenant, K11 Karaoke, on L2, the food and 
entertainment section of the mall, in the 
next few months. 

An expansion of the mall, which will almost 
triple the leasable area, is in the early 
planning stages. 

HSL’s property team is also working on 
adding three blocks of mid-low to medium 
priced apartments, fronting the always 
busy expressway. LM

From Pg. 30

GRAND : The opening ceremony was 
a happy occasion for all, including 
those from Hock Seng Lee.

CROWDED : Opening day 
sales were a brisk.

PROMO : Happy customers with great 
products during a recent promo. 

SERVICE : In-store sales and support 
staff make shopping easier. 

GUEST : Well wishers on opening day 
signing a commemorative backdrop 
as Siong How managing director Lo 
Kok How (right) and staff look on. 
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Quality Ingredients For All

hang Pot is a new restaurant 
in La Promenade Mall that 

specialises in Japanese 
sukiyaki and Chinese hot pot. 

Each of the soup bases are made from scratch, 
perfectly complimenting fine meats, fresh vegetables, 
herbs and spices. Soups take up to three hours 
to prepare daily and are entirely without artificial 
flavouring and colouring. Homemade fish and prawn 
balls, dumplings, vegetable rolls and more add to a 
wide variety of offerings.

Delightful Fusion Of 
Flavors At Shang Pot

Uniquely, Shang Pot offers sukiyaki, which when paired 
with Wagyu beef, makes for special occasions. Shang 
Pot’s main dining hall is inspired by the origins of hot 
pot — China’s highlands — but here, featuring the 
mountainous outlines of Santubong. 

Sukiyaki, a delicious and hearty Japanese dish, is 
prepared in the nabemono style with slowly cooked 
meat, vegetables, and other ingredients in a shallow 
iron pot. 

Shang Pot offers Wagyu beef sukiyaki with a sweet and 
savoury sauce made from Japanese soy sauce, sugar, 
and thinly sliced beef, tofu, and veggies. 

Blackmore Wagyu, known for its exceptional tenderness, 
juiciness, and taste, is highly sought after worldwide. Shang 
Pot exclusively serves the premium Japanese A5-Grade Iga 
Wagyu sukiyaki, renowned for its supreme marbling and 
overall quality. 

Additionally, Shang Pot offers a variety of hot pots with 
five different soup bases cooked with natural ingredients, 
including red dates and chicken broth, tomato-based, hot 
& spicy, Japanese miso, and more, available in mini, single, 
or twin-flavour options.

SHARING : Good times 
at Shang Pot.

SUKIYAKI : Shang Pot is one of the first 
restaurants in Kuching to specialise in both 
Chinese hotpot and Japanese sukiyaki.

PRIVATE : Get the VIP treatment in any 
one of Shang Pots four private rooms, 
which can seat up to 20. 

COMMUNAL : Medium sized rooms 
are great for private parties.

Dine in the main hall, or for privacy, choose from one of 
our private rooms. Shang Pot offers a variety of dining 
accommodations for all needs. 

The Mongol room comfortably eats up to 10 diners featuring 
three large sharing pots. 

The Jin room features eight small stoves for eight mini hot 
pots for individual diners. 

Chongqin and Sze Chuan rooms both accommodate up 
to eight diners with two big sharing pots. These two can 
also be combined for larger gatherings. Choose the perfect 
room for your next memorable meal.

Sukiyaki

Wagyu Private Dining

Hot Pot

LM
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Opened Just Before Gawai 
For A Better Ride Home 

ust before Gawai Dayak this year, the 
Sibu Interchange, built by Hock Seng 

Lee (HSL), was opened to the public.

The interchange is one of three major components 
of HSL’s portion of the Pan Borneo Highway, which also 
includes the Julau flyover and Durin bridge. 

HSL’s portion the 2,000km long Pan Borneo Highway is Work 
Package Seven, and is around the riverrine town of Sibu. 

It included also 18 bridges, 79 bus shelters, seven pedestrian 
bridges, requiring some 800 workers from HSL, 50 of whom 
were dedicated to traffic management. 

The staff and management of HSL is overjoyed to have 
gotten the Sibu Interchange ready before the important 
festive season.

HSL Completes Pan Borneo 
Highway’s Sibu Interchange

THE BORNEO POST
—
Works Minister Dato Sri Alexander Nanta Linggi said those 
travelling between Bintulu and Kuching could now pass 
this section without having to use the roundabout. 

“Those returning home 
for the Gawai Dayak 
celebration can enjoy 
using the new flyover. 
This is good news for 
them,” he told reporters 
when met during his visit 
to the flyover today.

BERNAMA
—
“Those coming from Bintulu to Sibu Aiport and vice versa
can now use the flyover (at the interchange) and this will 
smoothen their journey as they do not have to use the 

roundabout like before. 
This is good news to 
those going back to 
their longhouses for 
this Gawai,” Santa said.

DAYAK DAILY
—
The Sibu interchange
is part of Pan Borneo 
Highway’s World 
Package Contact 
(WPC) 7, contracted to Hock Seng Lee-Dahya Maju 
Infrastructure Asia joint venture. 

Nanta advised road users travelling the route to not 
drive exceeding of the speed limit of 90km per hour. 

UTUSAN BORNEO
—
Menteri Kerja Raya
Dato Sri Alexander 
Nanta Linggi berkata, ini 
dijangka dapat memberi 
kelancaran trafik kepada 
mereka yang pulang ke 
rumah panjang untuk 
sambutan Gawai.
"Ini adalah berita kepada 

para pengguna jalan raya menjelang sambutan Gawai Dayak 
yang hanya tinggal beberapa hari sahaja lagi,” ujarnya.

"Kenderaan dari arah Bintulu hendak ke Kuching tidak perlu 
lagi melalui bulatan, sama juga kalau dari Lapangan Terbang 
Sibu. Ini memudahkan para pengguna jalan raya.” LM

SAFE : The Sibu Interchange is a key component 
of traffic into and out of the riverine township. 

HERE ARE MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
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very issue of Living Moments, we end with a throwback 
to Hock Seng Lee’s original newsletter. The Herald began 

in 1996 and was for in-house circulation. 

Edited by Sonja Gan, the then HSL corporate affairs director, the newsletter is a 
treasure throve of memories and milestones. 

This edition’s #throwback is to the seventh issue, published in July/August 1997. 
These articles bring back sweet memories.

Throwback To HSL’s Original Newsletter

The Herald Before 
Living Moments

LM
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LA PROMENADE MALL

Daily  9:30am - 9:30pm

1 HSL Tower, Lorong La Promenade 2, Kuching-Samarahan Expressway, 94300 Kota Samarahan, Sarawak, Malaysia.

HSL SALES GALLERY

Daily  10am - 5pm

+6082 385 055
+6013 836 5566

HSL HQ

Mon-Fri  8:30am - 5:30pm 
Sat  8:30am - 12:30pm

+6082 502 299

@hslcn@lapromenademall


